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MayaWest Writing Project
University of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez          Tel 787-832-4040 ext. 3843
Department of Hispanic Studies

mayawestwritingproject@gmail.com


What is the MayaWest Writing Project?

Beginning with an intensive summer institute, the goal of the project is to provide teachers with professional development in the teaching of writing and literacy at all levels. It is based on the following core values:

· Writing is critical to learning across all disciplines and grade levels.

· Working as partners, universities and schools can improve student writing.

· Teachers are the best teachers of teachers.

· When teachers are given time to write and reflect on their writing, their practice is enhanced.

What makes the program different is its model, which is based on teachers teaching teachers. Each summer the site leaders, and teachers who have gone through the summer institute, choose twenty teachers who are known in their schools and districts to excel in the teaching of writing and literacy. The Summer Institute is looking for teachers from grades K-16 and from all disciplines who are interested in developing the writing skills of their students and who are writers themselves.
These teachers come together in the month of June, where they immerse themselves in reading, writing, and demonstrating lessons in literacy that have worked for them. Writing is the core of the program and teachers, themselves, go through the process of composing and revising their own writing and then searching out publishing possibilities.

Teacher research is another important component of the program. In the summer institute teachers begin to consider ways they can research writing and literacy in their own classrooms.

The Summer Institute for the MayaWest Writing Project is looking for its next group of expert teachers to begin the program. They will become the founding group for western Puerto Rico.  Application forms are available by sending an e-mail to mayawestwritingproject@gmail.com or by downloading them at our website http://mwwpsummer2011.weebly.com/, or by contacting Ms. Roxanna Matos at the Department of Hispanic Studies, UPRM 787-832-4040 ext. 3843 or (787)265-3843.
If chosen to be part of the Summer Institute, teachers will receive a stipend, books, and up to 3 graduate credits if you are graduate student at UPRM, or 90 hours of professional development as well as an experience that will change the way they view reading and writing forever. Upon completion of the institute teachers become consultants for their districts and continue to work with other teachers.

This year the Summer Institute will begin on June 5th and end on June 23, Monday through Thursday from 8:00 am until 3:00 pm.

In the Summer Institute, selected teachers will

· revise and present successful writing activities or strategies that they have used in their classrooms.

· study and investigate diverse topics related to theory and practice of composition.

· undertake and practice their own writing and later share their works with others.

After full participation in the Summer Institute teachers will become consultants and may choose to help other teachers in ways that they can successfully integrate writing into their classrooms.

Application:

Interested teachers will need to fill out the application form and return it by Friday, February 17th  2012 to

University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez

Hispanic Studies Department, Attn:  Roxanna Matos

Call Box 9000

Mayaguez, PR 00681-9000

Fax: (787) 265-3843

Phone: (787) 265-3843

Email: mayawestwritingproject@gmail.com
In addition to completing the application you should attend the Open Institute which will be held on April 21st, 2012, at the University of Puerto Rico – Mayaguez

PLEASE READ AND COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE APPLICATION.

Dear Applicant,

Thank you for expressing an interest in the MayaWest Writing Project’s Summer Institute, 2012, held at the University of Puerto Rico in Mayaguez.  MWWP supports teachers in the development of successful writing and literacy activities in all disciplines from preschool through college.  In addition, we are looking for strong teachers interested in contributing to the field of education.  We encourage applications from teachers with a minimum of three years of classroom experience.

If your application meets these criteria we will contact you by the last week in March to schedule an early evening interview.  For those we are unable to interview at this time, we will notify you and suggest several alternative options for your consideration.

	Name



	Home Address                                                 Home    Phone                            Cel phone



	

	E-mail Address


	School/District



	School Address



	School Phone



	Subject (s) & Level(s) Taught



	Number of teaching years



	Email Address of school



Application Deadline is Friday, February17th, 2012
Please complete both sides of the application and return to the address provided above or send electrically to: mayawestwritingproject@gmail.com

Application for Summer Institute, (page 2) must be submitted with application

Please use the back of this page or a separate attached sheet if needed.

1. Why do you want to be a part of the MWWP?
2.  Explain your interest in writing and teaching writing. What types of writing have you done?
3. Describe how writing has been a part of your teaching experience currently and in the past.

4.  Describe a strategy or lesson using writing that has been successful for you and your students.  Explain why you think it worked.  Please be specific.

5. What special strengths would you bring to the Invitational Summer Institute community?

6. What leadership responsibilities have you held in your teaching career?
7. What other information should we know about you that would be helpful in the 
selection process?
8.  What questions do you have for us?
Nomination for the Maya-West Writing Project

Invitational Summer Institute

If you know of someone who would make an outstanding candidate, please let us know and we’ll send them an invitation to apply.  This page is optional.
I would like to nominate ________________________________________________________________

Nominated by:___________________________

Phone: ____________________________

Email:______________________

Address:_________________________________________________________

Nominees Home Address______________________________________________________
Neighborhood/City/ Zip___________________________________________________________

School/District___________________________________________________________

School Address________________________________________________________________

School Phone________________________________________________________________

Subject (s) & Level(s) Taught________________________________________________________________

Email Address________________________________________________________________

You do not need to fill out every line.  Just give us enough information to be able to contact your nominee.  Please include your comments explaining the reason for your nomination.  Please use the back of this form or a separate attached sheet for comments.

Application Deadline is Friday February 17th , 2012
Please return the completed nomination and application to:
University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez

Hispanic Studies Department, Attn:  Roxanna Matos

Call Box 9000

Mayaguez, PR 00681-9000

Fax: (787) 265-3843

Phone: (787) 265-3843

Or electronically to: mayawestwritingproject@gmail.com
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